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Participles, Infinitives, and Gerunds

There are three steps to identifying Infinitives, Gerunds, and Participles:
1. Look for ING / ED / TO forms of the verbs


!!! Beware of preposition “to”- if “to” does not follow a verb, it cannot be part of a verbal      phrase


Example: I need    to improve    my grade before the ten-week report!
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improve is a verb that shows action; to improve is an Infinitive



I went    to Circuit City      to get    the latest PSP player.


Circuit City is a proper name, 

get is a verb; to get is an Infinitive
which makes to Circuit City a 

prepositional phrase, not an Infinitive

Let’s Practice!

Check the To forms in the following sentences; classify them as Infinitive Phrases or Prepositional Phrases:


By then I was terrified. I ran to my mom  and told her everything. She was so upset, she drove 

_____________________Prepositional Phase______________________________________
me to the police station to find out what was going on. A different police officer finally told me
___________________________________________________________________________ the facts: I had committed a crime by having sex with my boyfriend because he was under “the
___________________________________________________________________________ age of consent” (which is 16 in my state), and investigators were looking into the matter to 
____________________________________________________________________________

decide if it should go to the district attorney. If it did, the DA could charge me with sexual 
____________________________________________________________________________
assault. I cant’ believe this, I thought- I’m not a criminal! I cried the whole way home. *
* Reproduced from Seventeen Magazine
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!!!Beware of the ING forms that follow the verb TO BE or any of its tense forms (are, is, was, were, will be, could be, etc.) These forms are the continuous aspect of that verb.

Example:
I   was playing   a video game when she called.



The verb was precedes the ING form; playing is not a Gerund/Participle




My mom caught me   playing a video game instead of doing my homework.




The pronoun me precedes the ING form; playing is a Gerund.
Let’s Practice!


Find the four Gerund/Participial phrases in the following text (don’t worry at this point if you cannot make the distinction between the two). The first one has been done for you (you’re welcome!)

          “I truly believe that empowering women through education    is what’s going to make a 
_________________________________________GerundPhrase________________________difference in this world. That’s why I got involved with CARE, which helps educate girls and 
____________________________________________________________________________fight poverty. I went to Guatemala recently, and these kids looked at me and asked, ‘Is it true 
___________________________________________________________________________

that in the United States every child gets the right to go to school?’ It was amazing. It’s their 
____________________________________________________________________________dream to get an education- it’s all they want. In some cultures they don’t see the value of 
______________________________________________________________________________educating females, and that’s why it’s vital for CARE to bring teachers and instructional videos 
____________________________________________________________________________to these places. Sharing our knowledge helps girls realize that they’re capable of achieving the 
____________________________________________________________________________life they want.”



Sarah Michelle Gellar.
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!!!Beware of ED forms of the verb that show a past tense, and not a Past Participle; if the verb has a subject in front of it, it is a past tense.

Example: The teacher   put   the student in an awkward position when she asked him about his   parents.




The verb put has the subject the teacher; it is a past tense.



Put in an awkward position, the student felt no wish to stay in school.


The verb put has no subject before it; therefore, it is a Past Participle

Let’s Practice!

Identify the ED forms of the verbs in the following examples. Classify them as Past Tense or Past Participle:


1. The  mangled  pair of sunglasses, bruised face, broken arm, and bleeding knees meant 

_____________Past Participle_____________________________________________

Genette had taken another spill on her mountain bike.
____________________________________________________________________________

2. The coach looked like an old gangster: broken nose, a scar on his cheek like a stitched 

​____________________________________________________________________________

shoestring.

3. Parents concerned about football injuries suggest other sports.

​____________________________________________________________________________


4. Also, parents worried about their children’s grades insist that their teenagers 

​____________________________________________________________________________

concentrate on academics, not sports.
​____________________________________________________________________________

Standards Addressed
LC 1.1 Identify and correctly use clauses (e.g., main and subordinate), phrases (e.g., gerund, infinitive, and participial).
