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Ms. Ciuperca
The Active and the Passive Voice
Standard: W 1.2 Use precise language, action verbs, sensory details, appropriate modifiers, and the active rather than the passive voice.

1. ACTIVE VOICE

A verb is in the active form if the subject of the sentence is the same as the person who performs the action of the verb. 


Example: The constructor renovated the house in five days.

Subject



        Verb

Ask yourself “who does it?” to identify the person who performs the action of the verb. In the previous example, “the constructor” is the one who “renovated” the house, and it is also the subject of the sentence. That means that the verb is in the active voice.

2. PASSIVE VOICE

A verb is in the passive voice if the subject of the sentence is not the same as the person who performs the action of the verb. Instead, the subject is the object on which the action of the verb is performed. 


Example: The house was renovated by the constructor in five days.

Subject



Verb
Ask yourself “who does it?” Does “the house” perform the action of renovating the house? The answer is no, it is still the constructor that does the renovation, but this time it is not in the subject position, but comes after the verb. Sometimes, we can even eliminate the noun “the constructor” as it is not important anymore. We can say:
  The house was renovated in five days.

The sentence provides enough information without mentioning the person necessarily. If the subject is a pronoun, you should exclude it from the sentence altogether. For example, the use of “by somebody” is unnecessary in the following example:


The schedule has been posted on the school entrance by somebody.

3. DOES IT MATTER IF I CHOOSE ACTIVE OR PASSIVE VOICE?

Good writing uses sentences built in the active voice. If asked to revise your writing, check if all sentences begin with a subject that also performs the action of the verb. Most multiple choice tests ask you to turn passive voice sentences into active, so you need to be aware of the difference between the two.

PRACTICE


Identify the sentences in the Passive Voice. Then, change them into an Active form. If there is no mentioning of the person who performs the action of the verb, use “he” or “she”, “they” or an appropriate noun for a subject.

Example: The essay has been scored on a scale from 1 to 6. 
Passive Voice

Becomes

               The teacher scored the essay on a scale from 1 to 6.

1. President Kennedy was shot by a gunman in Dallas, Texas.
____________
2. The narrator of the story hated the city, especially in winter. ____________

3. All summer she read her library books on the fire escape.     ____________

4. Eugene’s family was observed by the young girl from her high perch. ____________

5. Honors classes were offered at the high school. ____________

6. The students are told about the President’s death by their teacher. ____________

7. Leaving the house, the girl glanced at her mother. ____________

8. At the end of the story, the mother was hurt by her daughter’s actions. ____________

9. The woman’s harsh words humiliated the narrator. ____________

10. The letters were read to Grandmother by Aunt Frances. ____________ 

Rewrite here the passive sentences by turning them into active forms:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
HOMEWORK:

Rewrite each of the following sentences, changing the passive voice verbs to active voice. Reword as necessary.

1. Many new things about his beloved New York were discovered by Jack.

2. When Jonathan’s father became ill, the living room furniture was moved by the boys in order to create a sick room.

3. After his death, many of the appliances were discarded by his wife.

4. Jack was considered a failure by his mother and sisters.

5. One of Jonathan’s letters was returned to him by Aunt Frances.

6. The infant was baptized in the Catholic Church.

7. The answer sheet needs to be filled out using a no#2 pencil by all students.

8. Make sure all windows and doors are closed before you leave on vacation.
9. “The patient was administered 12 mg. of Vicodin by the nurse on the night shift,” Alicia told the doctor.
10. Our offer has been withdrawn on account of insufficient funds.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
PAGE  
2

