AP English

College Essay Writing Hints

1. You might  want to review the following texts:


Hayden , Thomas C.  Handbook for College Admissions


Moll, Richard. Playing the <Private> College Admissions Game


Curry and Kasbar. Essays that Worked

2. Whatever other advice you get, be yourself. As Dean Jewett of Harvard has stated, "things that are fake, CLANK! 

3. Respond to the topic suggested and stay within the length recommended. Imagine yourself as  an admissions officer.

4. Use the essay to elaborate on something which is not otherwise evident in reading your application (ie. a talent, interest, political view, or achievement).

5. Address your weaknesses, by making them implicit strengths.

6. Write a different essay for each school. They are looking for M&M, match and merit.

7. Generally speaking, the admissions office is looking for evidence of 1) ability, 2) motivation, 3) creativity, 4) self-discipline, and 5) growth potential.

8. Don't procrastinate. Write this essay as though a small part of your life depended upon it.

9. Don't be too grave.

10. Write or type it yourself. Don't end up as a packaged product.

11. "The thicker the file, the thicker the candidate."
Letters of Recommendation
When you ask teachers for letters of recommendation, consider the following:


1. Ask someone who knows you well and who can communicate that  knowledge 


2. Ask well ahead of time, and ask whether the teacher feels (s)he can be positive.


3. Provide a stamped envelope, along with the correct forms filled out  fully.


4. Waive your rights.


5. Make sure you ask politely if the letter has been completed about a week before the deadline. "Mr. Scrooge, I want to thank you for writing my letter to Skidless U. I'm just checking today to see if my file is complete. Have you had a chance to get to the letter?"


6. Give appropriate thanks. Your senior teachers usually spend hours writing these letters on your behalf, and a word of thanks (a real note) or other tangible gift is a simple courtesy. This is not crass self interest --- forget  me, but not  the others.

Grading Rubric for College Application Essays

A "4" PAPER:

Is rich in form and content, marked by stylistic finesse.

Displays careful organization and development.

Has an engaging title and/or opening paragraph.

Uses skillful and smooth transitions.

Has a strong closing paragraph that is thematically related to the opening.

Exhibits phrasing that is tight, fresh, and highly specific.

Provides a personal, clear, consistent and authentic voice.

Uses accurate and particularly vivid diction.

Varies syntax to enhance the essay’s purpose.

Has a clear tone that enhances the essay’s purpose.

Imparts a feeling of unity and clarity.

Makes the reader feel as if s/he has gotten to know the author.

Makes the author rise above "the pack".

Contains NO errors in grammar or mechanics.

A "3" PAPER:

Is significantly more than merely competent.  Delivers substantial

information.

Has a strong opening.  Contains specific points that are logically ordered

and unified.

Development is less specific than an A paper, but is adequate for the

essay’s purpose.

Has an authentic and clear voice in places, but does not consistently

develop or project that voice.

Has a closing paragraph that is thematically related to the opening.

Transitions are mostly smooth.  Syntax is pleasingly varied.

Diction is fairly concise and precise, but not particularly vivid.

VERY FEW errors in grammar/mechanics.

A "2" PAPER:

Is generally competent:  meets the minimum terms of the assignment.

Reasonably organized.  A clear organizational structure may not be fully

realized.

Lacks a sense of an authentic voice, often relies on cliches or overused

expressions.

Actual information often presented as vague generalities.  "Telling not

showing."

Often lacks specific examples, or may contain specific examples but not

clarifying explanations.

Opening does not draw the reader in, closing is merely a perfunctory

wrap-up.

Demonstrates a beginning awareness of transitions between paragraphs, often

choppy or abrupt.

Little variation in syntax:  predictable, repetitive, choppy sentences.

Diction occasionally marred by repetition, redundancy and imprecision.

Relatively free of serious grammatical/mechanical errors.

A "1" PAPER:

Indicates an attempt to respond to the assignment.

Development unclear or completely lacking.

Confusing, unclear, or ineffective organization;  often rambling.

Weak opening and closing.  Repeats question in first sentence, e.g.

Vague, imprecise or inappropriate diction.

Incorrect or awkward sentence structure, often interfering with clarity of

meaning.

Some serious errors in grammar/mechanics.

Evidence of careful proofreading is scanty, if non-existent.

