QUESTIONS TO THINK ABOUT FOR THE GLASS MENAGERIE

1. In what ways is Amanda admirable?

2. Are there similarities between Amanda and Laura in terms of character?  What are the differences?

3. Why does Amanda talk so much?

4. Why does Tom drink?

5. What purpose does the kiss between Jim and Laura serve?

6. In the cast of characters, Jim O’Connor is listed as “a nice, ordinary, young man.”  Why does his coming to dinner have such earthshaking implications for Amanda? For Laura?

7. Try to describe Jim’s feelings toward Laura during their long conversation in Scene 7.  After he kisses her, how do his feelings seem to change?

8. Who is the main character in The Glass Menagerie?  Tom? Laura?  Amanda?

9. Has Tom, at the conclusion of the play, successfully made his escape from Home? Does he appear to have fulfilled his dreams?

10. This play is autobiographical.  Why do you think Tennessee Williams chose to tell us so much about his troubled life – especially about his relationship with his mother?

