A.P. English

SHAKESPEARE'S HAMLET
Act III - Study Questions

1.
What reasons do Claudius and Polonius give for becoming "lawful espials" to the meeting of Hamlet and Ophelia?

2.
Hamlet's most famous soliloquy (and perhaps Shakespeare's most famous lines) begin, "To be or not to be ..." Paraphrase the speech. In summary, why does Hamlet decide that to kill himself would be too risky? In what ways does the speech reflect Hamlet's central problem in the play?

3.
Why does Hamlet urge Ophelia, "Get thee to a nunnery."?

4.
What lines suggest to you that Hamlet is aware that his conversation with Ophelia is being heard by eavesdroppers? If he senses their presence, what purpose might he have in what he says to Ophelia?

5.
How does Ophelia's reaction to this interview with Hamlet strengthen our impression of his former character?

6.
What conclusions does the King draw from what he overheard?

7.
What is the purpose of drama, according to Hamlet?

8.
What does Hamlet most admire about Horatio's character?

9.
When the company arrives to watch the play, Hamlet hints that the cause of his madness is both ambition (R&G Theory) and unrequited love (P Theory). How and why does he do so?

10.
How long has Hamlet's father been dead when Hamlet and Ophelia discuss the matter before the play begins?

11.
What does Gertrude think about the play? What does her reaction tell us about her degree of complicity in the events that led up to her marriage to Claudius?

12.
Why is the play named as it is?

13.
What is the general tone of the comments that Hamlet makes to Ophelia before and during the play? How do you account for this tone?

14.
Hamlet insists that Rosencrantz and Guildenstern play the recorders, even when they protest that they do nor know how to play. Why?

15.
Why does Claudius say that his crime has the "eldest primal curse upon't."

16.
Why does Hamlet not kill the king when he finds him praying? What is ironic about this inaction?

17.
When Hamlet confronts his mother, how does her reaction underscore her innocence and guilt?

18.
Why did Hamlet strike instantly at the figure behind the arras in his mother's room?

19.
What reasons does the ghost give for his second appearance?

20.
What does the Queen resolve to do at the end of Act III?

