SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS FOR READING POETRY CLOSELY

Form

Rhyme

• Does the poem have a regular rhyme scheme? If so, what is it?

• What other types of rhymes does the poem include, such as internal rhymes, sight rhymes, or near rhymes?

• How does the rhyme scheme affect the poem’s sound, tone, or meaning?

Meter

• Does the poem have a regular meter? If so, what is it?

• Read the poem aloud. How does the meter affect the tone of the poem? For instance, does the

meter make the poem seem formal, informal, singsongy, celebratory, somber?

Form

• Does the poem follow a traditional form? If so, which?

• If the poem follows a traditional form but has untraditional content, what might be the poet’s

purpose in subverting the traditional form?

• If the poem does not follow a traditional form, what sort of logic structures the poem? For

instance, why are the stanzas broken as they are? What is the relationship among the stanzas?

Poetic Syntax

• What examples of enjambment can you find? How does the enjambment affect the sound and

meaning of the line?

• What examples of caesura can you find? What is the impact of the caesura?

• If the poem has sentences, are they long or short or a combination of the two? How does the

length of the sentences relate to the meaning of the poem?

Sound

• How does the poem use rhyme, meter, form, and poetic syntax to create sound?

• How does the poem use repetition, such as alliteration and assonance, to create sound?

• How do the sounds created in the poem connect to the meaning of the poem?

