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“The Tell-Tale Heart” by Edgar Allan Poe
Read the story and complete the following questions/activities.  All work should be in complete sentences.

I.  Vocabulary:  Define the following words and write a context clue sentence for each.

1.  acute (adj)


Definition:


Sentence:

2.  dissimulation (n)


Definition:


Sentence:

3.  sufficient (adj)


Definition:


Sentence:

4.  sagacity (noun)


Definition:


Sentence:

5.  crevice (n)


Definition:


Sentence:

II.  Literary Terms:  Apply each term to the story:

1.  What is the plot of the story?  (What happens in the story?)

2.  Give an example of irony in the story:

3.  Who is the narrator of the story?  Is this narrator 1st person, 2nd person, or 3rd person? Is he reliable or unreliable? Why?
4. Who is the protagonist of the story?
5. Who is the antagonist of the story?

III.  Reading Questions:  Answer in complete sentences!
1. What is our first impression of the narrator? To whom is he speaking? What does he say about his senses?
2. What is it about the man that bothers the narrator? Why? How does he describe the eye?
3. What does the narrator do each night? Why? How does he describe his nightly spying?

4. When does the narrator sneak into the man's room? For how many evenings? Why doesn't he just kill the man during the day, when the eye is open?

5. What happens on the eighth night? How does the old man react? How does the narrator react?

6. How does the narrator kill the old man? What do the steps that he takes to hide the crime say about him?

7. Why does the narrator no longer fear being caught? How does he react when the police arrive? Do you think that his confidence will stay strong all the way to the end?

8. What happens to shake the narrator's calm? Why does he confess?

9. Does the narrator really hear a heartbeat? Whose? Could it be his own that he hears?
Standards Addressed:  

Literary Response:  3.5  Analyze recognized works of American literature from the colonial period forward

     3.5c  Evaluate the philosophical, political, religious, ethical, and social influences of the historical period that shaped the work

Writing:  2.2  Write responses to literature that demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of the significant ideas in works or passages

Conventions:  1.2  Produce legible work that shows accurate spelling and correct punctuation and capitalization
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