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Ms. Ciuperca
THE THINGS THEY CARRIED

Quotes “The Man I Killed”
1. “He would have been taught how to defend the land was a man’s highest duty and highest privilege. He had accepted this. It was never open to question. Secretly, though, it also frightened him. He was not a fighter. His health was poor, his body small and frail. He liked books. He wanted someday to be a teacher of mathematics. At night, lying on his mat, he could not picture himself doing the brave things his father had done, or his uncles, or the heroes of the stories. He hoped in his heart he would never be tested. He hoped the Americans would go away. ” (125).
Quotes “Ambush”
2. “In a way, it seemed, he was part of the morning fog, or my own imagination, but there was also the reality of what was happening in my stomach. I had already pulled the pin on a grenade. I had come up to a crouch. It was entirely automatic. I did not hate the young man; I did not see him as the enemy; I did not ponder issues of morality or politics or military duty. I crouched and kept my head low. I tried to swallow whatever was rising from my stomach, which tasted like lemonade, something fruity and sour. I was terrified. There were no thoughts about killing. The grenade was to make him go away-just evaporate- and I leaned back and felt my mind go empty and then felt it fill up again. I had already thrown the grenade before telling myself to throw it” (132-133).
Quotes “Style”

3. “She put the palms of her hands against her ears, which must’ve meant something, and she danced sideways for a short while, and then backwards. She did a graceful movement with her hip. “Well, I don’t get it,” Azar said. […] The girl went up on her toes and made a slow turn and danced through the smoke. Her face had a dreamy look, quiet and composed. A while later, when we moved out of the hamlet, she was still dancing. “Probably some weird ritual,” Azar said, but Henry Dobbins looked back and said no, the girl just liked to dance” (135-136).
Quotes “Speaking of Courage”
4. “If Sally had not been married, or if his father were not such a baseball fan, it would have been a good time to talk.

‘The Silver Star?’ his father might have said.

‘Yes, but I didn’t get it. Almost, but not quite.’

And his father would have nodded, knowing full well that many brave men do not win medals for their bravery, and that others win medals for doing nothing.” (141).
5. “Turning on his headlights, driving slowly, Norman Bowker remembered how he had taken hold of Kiowa’s boot and pulled hard, but how the smell was simply too much, and how he’d backed off and in that way had lost the Silver Star” (153)

Quotes “Notes”

6. “’It’s not terrible,’ he wrote me, ‘but you left out Vietnam. Where’s Kiowa? Where’s the shit?’

Eight months later he hanged himself. In August of 1978 his mother sent me a brief note explaining what had happened. He’d been playing pickup basketball at the Y; after two hours he went off for a drink of water; he used a jump rope; his friends found him hanging from a water pipe. There was no suicide note, no message of any kind” (160).
