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Ms. Ciuperca
THE THINGS THEY CARRIED

Quotes “Dentist”

1. “ As we sat waiting, Curt Lemon began to tense up. He kept fidgeting, playing with his dog tags. Finally somebody asked what the problem was, and Lemon looked down at his hands and said that back in high school he’d had a couple of bad experiences with the dentists. Real sadism, he said. Torture chamber stuff. He didn’t mind blood or pain- he actually enjoyed combat- but there was something about a dentist that just gave him the creeps” (87).

Quotes “Sweetheart of the Song Tra Bong”
2. “And so in the morning Rat Kiley and two other medics tagged along as security while Mark and Mary Anne strolled through the ville like a pair of tourists. If the girl was nervous, she didn’t show it. She seemed comfortable and entirely at home; the hostile atmosphere did not seem to register. All morning Mary Anne chattered away about how quaint the place was, how she loved the thatched roofs and naked children, the wonderful simplicity of village life. A strange thing to watch, Rat said. This seventeen-year-old doll in her goddamn culottes, perky and fresh-faced, like a cheerleader visiting the opposing team’s locker room” (96).
3. “She would not speak. Shoulders hunched, her blue eyes opaque, she seemed to disappear inside herself. A couple of times Fossie approached her and tried to talk it out, but Mary Anne just stared out at the dark green mountain to the west. The wilderness seemed to draw her in. A haunted look, Rat said- partly terror, partly rapture. It was as if she had come up to the edge of something, as if she were caught in that no-man’s-land between Cleveland Heights and deep jungle. Seventeen years old. Just a child, blond and innocent, but then weren’t they all? ” (104-105).
4. “In part it was her eyes: utterly flat and indifferent. There was no emotion in her stare, no sense of the person behind it. But the grotesque part, he said, was her jewelry. At the girl’s throat was a necklace of human tongues. Elongated and narrow, like pieces of black leather, the tongues were threaded along a length of copper wire, one overlapping the next, the tips curled upward as if caught in a final shrill syllable” (110-111).
5. “’You just don’t know,’ she said. ‘You hide in this little fortress, behind wire and sandbags, and you don’t know what it’s all about. Sometimes I want to eat this place. Vietnam. I want to swallow the whole country – the dirt, the death – I just want to eat it and have it there inside me. That’s how I feel. It’s like… this appetite’” (111).
Quotes “Stockings”

6. “It was his eccentricity. The pantyhose, he said, had the properties of a good-luck charm. He liked putting his nose onto the nylon and breathing in the scent of his girlfriend’s body; he liked the memories this inspired; he sometimes slept with the stockings up against his face, the way an infant sleeps with a flannel blanket, secure and peaceful” (117-118).

Quotes “Church”

7. “Dobbins shrugged his shoulders. ‘What’s serious? I was a kid. The thing is, I believed in God and all that, but it wasn’t the religious part that interested me. Just being nice to people, that’s all. Being decent.’” (87).

