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Study Guide Act III

1. Look closely at Hamlet’s famous soliloquy that begins “To be or not to be.” Paraphrase the meanings of the soliloquy.

2. In his soliloquy, does Hamlet mention why he wants to kill himself? Does he use the pronoun “I” or “me”? Explain.

3. In his conversation with Ophelia, how does Hamlet seem? Does he show signs of insanity as expected by Claudius and Polonius? Why does he tell her that he did love her once but that he doesn’t love her anymore? Is this part necessary to his revenge against Claudius?

4. Does Claudius seem convinced of his madness by the conversation between Hamlet and Ophelia? What does he decide to do? What does Polonius suggest they do first? Why?
5. Consider Polonius’ words to Ophelia (lines 192-194). What do you think Ophelia’s emotional stance is now? What kind of support does she get from her father?

