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AP English Literature
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Study Questions for Hamlet, Prince of Denmark, Act V
1.
Why is there debate surrounding the nature of Ophelia’s funeral?  Laertes thinks 
that Ophelia should have a better funeral service.  What is the priest’s response?

2.
What purposes does the grave diggers’ exchange (with each other and with 
Hamlet) serve?  How do they function in the play?

3.
What cause does Laertes ascribe to Ophelia’s madness, which led to her death?

4.
Why does Hamlet jump into Ophelia’s grave?  What prompts his outburst?
5.
Why do Hamlet and Laertes fight in Ophelia’s grave?

6.
How did Hamlet escape being killed in England?  How does he feel about having 
Rosencrantz and Guildenstern killed in his stead?

7.
What does Hamlet mean when he says “the readiness is all?” (5.2.236-237)  What 
does such a statement reflect about him?  Could he have made such a statement in 
Act I?

8.
Describe the plot that Claudius and Laertes have in mind.

9.
What news does Osric bring Hamlet?  What purpose does Osric serve? (Think 
about the political frame for your response)

10.
What happens to Claudius, Hamlet, Laertes, and Gertrude?

11.
What do you think we are to infer after all the bodies are cleared away?  Why is 
Fortinbras the last character of importance that we see?

