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Ms. Ciuperca

The Gift of the Magi
Connect to your life

Sacrifice Think of your most prized possession- the one thing you’d want to rescue if your house was burning down. Think of some of the reasons this possession is important to you. Then try to imagine under what circumstances you might give it up. For what, or for whom, would you sacrifice it? Using the following chart, identify the possession, list reasons for its importance, and suggest when and how you might ever be prepared to part with it. 
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Build Background
Bearers of gifts In this story, O. Henry makes an allusion, or reference, to the Magi. According to Christian tradition, The Magi were three wise men or kings named Balthasar, Melchior, and Gaspar. They traveled from the east to Bethlehem, guided by a miraculous star, to present gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh to the infant Jesus. These gifts were prized possessions, having not only monetary but medicinal ceremonial value. They are sometimes thought of as the first Christmas presents. 
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Connect Think of the best gift you have ever given / received on Christmas. Who was it from / to? How long have you wanted that possession or planned on offering it to someone? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

My prized possession





___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Why I want to hang on to it





______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________











Why I might give it up





______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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