Tragedy & The Tragic Hero


tragedy
 a narrative containing a tragic hero and fate


A tragic hero possesses the following qualities:

hero quality

a quality which makes the hero better than the average person 
in some way

hubris


the tragic hero's belief that he/she can go against fate and win

(the literal translation of hubris: excessive pride)

tragic irony

the quality that makes the tragic hero great will bring his/her 
downfall

downfall

the tragic hero will always fall from greatness and suffer

(often the downfall is death, but not always)


In addition to a tragic hero, fate must play a dominant role in tragedy:
fate


fate must play an active role in the downfall of the tragic hero

prophecies &

foreshadowing
these are the two ways we know fate is playing an active role in a tragedy

The Rules of

the Game

Life is a game.  Fate is the rules of the game. You break the rules and you are punished. 
