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Ms. Ciuperca
The Things They Carried

Zeugma

Zeugma is the use of a word to modify or govern two or more words usually in such a manner that it applies to each in a different sense or makes sense with only one (as in “opened the door and her heart to the homeless boy”)
Syllepsis

Syllepsis is a particular type of zeugma in which the clauses are not parallel either in meaning or grammar. The governing word may change meaning with respect to the other words it modifies. This creates a semantic incongruity that is often humorous. Alternatively, a syllepsis may contain a governing word or phrase that does not agree grammatically with one or more of its distributed terms. This is an intentional construction in which rules of grammar are bent for stylistic effect.

Distributed term changes meaning

The governing term can change meaning in its distribution, sometimes to comical effect.

· Here Thou, great Anna! whom three Realms obey, 

Dost sometimes Counsel take - and sometimes Tea. 

Alexander Pope, The Rape of the Lock (Pope was speaking of Queen Anne and Kensington Palace; note that in Pope's time, "tea" was pronounced "tay" and thus rhymed with "obey.") 

· He carried a strobe light and the responsibility for the lives of his men. 

Tim O'Brien, The Things They Carried 

· And he said, as he hastened to put out the cat, 

The wine, his cigar and the lamps: 

"Have some Madeira, m'dear..."' 

Michael Flanders "Have Some Madeira M'Dear" 

· She lowered her standards by raising her glass, 

Her courage, her eyes and his hopes. 

Ibid. 

· When he asked "What in Heaven?" she made no reply, 

Up her mind, and a dash for the door 

Ibid. 

Syllepsis can be used with idiomatic phrases to achieve a similar result:

· You held your breath and the door for me. 

Alanis Morissette, "Head over Feet" 

· I took her hand and then an aspirin in the morning, 

Eve 6, "Girl Eyes" 

· "Are you getting fit or having one?" 

From the television program M*A*S*H 

· "You are free to execute your laws, and your citizens, as you see fit." 

From the television program Star Trek: The Next Generation 

· "She was a thief, you got to believe: she stole my heart and my cat." 

From the film So I Married an Axe Murderer 

Activity:

1. Empty your backpacks and inventory everything on a sheet of paper. 

2. Classify and divide the items on your list (just like O’Brien does in the first chapter).

3. Write five examples of zeugma (one verb + tangible + intangible)
4. Write a personal narrative or a poem incorporating three examples of zeugma.

